
GUIDED READING LEVEL: M

TEXT TYPE: Narrative

VOCABULARY: grandma, tennis, racquet, together, knitting, cookies

SYNOPSIS: Maddie’s grandma and Jake’s grandma are very different. This story tells

about Maddie getting to know her grandma.

Grandma’s
Special
Recipe

Author: Pamela Graham
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A C T I V I T I E S

Day 1

Guided Reading

Before the Reading

Talk with children about grandmothers. Have them
brainstorm words that would describe the “perfect”
grandmother and list these words on chart paper
under the heading, The Perfect Grandmother.

Show children the cover and ask them to predict
why the book is called Grandma’s Special Recipe.

During the Reading

Have children read silently to the end of page 14. As
they read, ask them to write in their notebooks words
that describe Jake’s nan and Maddie’s grandma. Also,
have them make note of any words they find difficult.

After the Reading

Ask a few questions to confirm children’s
understanding of the text, e.g., How did Maddie feel
when she heard that her grandma was coming to
visit? What did Maddie think about her grandma?
Then ask children what Grandma’s special recipe was
and compare their responses to the predictions they
made before the reading.

Have children share any words they might have
found challenging, e.g., security, tournament,
fashionable, nestled. Discuss their meanings.

Create two lists with the headings Jake’s nan and
Maddie’s grandma. Have children tell what words they
found in the book to describe the two grandmothers
and record them under the appropriate headings.
Discuss how they compare to The Perfect
Grandmother.

Children can finish reading the book independently
or in additional guided reading lessons on Day 2.

Teach children how to:
• Use effective strategies to gain

meaning from print.
• Apply strategies to analyze

unknown words.
• Discuss strategies for

analyzing unknown words.
Work systematically through
the words, syllable by syllable.
Does the word make sense?
Does it sound right?

• Understand the point of view of
the characters.

• Retell the story.

STRATEGIES AND
TEACHING POINTS

Are children able to:
• Use strategies to attempt

unknown words?
• Search for meaning in the text?
• Retell the story?

THINGS TO OBSERVE

Good readers...
summarize what they read



A C T I V I T I E SSTRATEGIES AND
TEACHING POINTS

THINGS TO OBSERVE
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Teach children how to:
• Name and define major and

minor characters. Describe the
way they talk, act, and move.

• Use facial expression, stance,
gesture, and body language to
enhance performance.

• Recognize descriptions that
stereotype, e.g., “drives a red
sports car,” “she’s got frizzy
hair and she limps.”

• Explain to children that a verb
is an action word.

Writing and Word Activities

• Ask children to write a description of their
grandma or the grandma they would like.

• Have children make a list of the things they like or
dislike about another family member. They should
also list what they think that family member likes
or dislikes about them.

Day 2 

Reading

• Have children prepare a readers’ theatre. Re-read
the story as a group. List the characters and
decide on the number of narrators. Encourage
children to explore and experiment with different
ways of reading their parts. Discuss ways of using
voice, tone, facial expression, and body language.
Practise the parts.

• Have children complete Reading Activity 1.

Writing and Word Activities

• What did Maddie’s grandma enjoy doing? What
did Jake’s grandma enjoy doing? Have children list
the verbs that describe what each grandma
enjoyed doing.

• Have children complete Writing and Word 
Activity 1.

Day 3 

Reading

• Conduct a group cloze activity using an overhead
projector and text of Grandma’s Special Recipe,
with selected words covered. If necessary, uncover
part of the word to give more visual information.

• Have children draw a picture of Maddie’s grandma
and Jake’s grandma, using information from the
text.

Are children able to:
• Name and define major and

minor characters?
• Describe the way the

characters talk, act, and move?
• Recognize the characters’

feelings?
• Use voice, tone, facial

expression, and body language
to express emotion?

• Identify an action word?

• Teach children that when
writing descriptions, they
should include the things that
people do as well as how they
look.

• Can children describe
effectively?

• Observe children’s prediction
skills.

• Which cue sources are used to
make predictions?

• Are children able to integrate
use of all cues successfully?

• Are children able to gather
pertinent information from the
text and represent it pictorially?

Teach children how to:
• Integrate meaning, structure,

and visual cues to predict
unknown words.



STRATEGIES AND
TEACHING POINTS

THINGS TO OBSERVE

Writing and Word Activities

• Have children complete Writing and Word 
Activity 2.

• Have children write descriptions of two
grandmothers based on what they wrote for
Reading Activity 1 on Day 2.

Day 4 

Reading

• Have children read the descriptions they wrote on
Day 2 to one another. Model reading with
expression to an audience.

• Have children complete Reading Activity 2.

Writing and Word Activity

• Tell children: You have to move out of your room
because a relative is coming to visit. How do you
feel? Where will you sleep? Have children share
ideas orally and make notes before writing. Model
the process by talking and writing about how you
would feel.

Day 5 

Reading

• Have children choose and read stories, poems,
and articles about grandmas, including Grandma’s
Special Recipe. Ask children to read interesting
extracts to one another.

• Have children complete Reading Activity 3.

Writing and Word Activity

• Have children write letters to their own or an
imaginary grandma.

Suggested Reading Record and Analysis sample:
from page 3 to end of page 5. 192 words.

A C T I V I T I E S

Teach children to:
• Share their work with others

and be eager to read the work
of others.

• Offer and receive constructive
criticism with courtesy and
understanding.

• Read with expression to an
audience.

Teach children to:
• Jot down some notes.
• Listen to each other’s ideas

and share helpful suggestions,
sensitively.

Do the children:
• Read their writing aloud with

feeling and expression, using
voice and gesture effectively?

• React positively to responses
of others to their writing?

• Use effective reading strategies
to match sentence fragments?

Are children able to:
• Record their ideas in note form?
• Relate their ideas to someone

else?
• Listen constructively to

someone else’s ideas?
• Plan their writing?
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Teach children:
• The importance of reading

aloud in an interesting way in
order to hold the attention of
the audience.

• Oral reading skills—phrasing,
fluency, expression.

Teach children:
• Conventions and layout for

letter-writing.

Do the children:
• Read with fluency, phrasing,

and expression?
• Attend to punctuation?

Are children able to:
• Follow correct conventions of

letter-writing?
• Compose and write ideas

appropriate to a letter?

• Review adjectives and discuss
how they affect meaning.

• Can children suggest alternative
adjectives to change meaning?


